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Atmosphere Change 

Pastor Bobby 
 

I’m hearing back from many how this new series is waking people up to live a new reality.  I don’t 
think I fully understood what God had in mind when he prompted me to do this series for the month of 
May.   How is it affecting you?  Make sure you share with someone in your small group or have a 
family discussion about how God is speaking to you about this series, “Changing the Atmosphere.”   
Coming up this Sunday, I will discuss the topic, “Blessings bring change, but change does not always 
bring blessings.”  This exact phrase was given to author Brad Burk, whose book sparked the current 
sermon series, when he was least expecting it.  In fact, in the book he says, “I was minding my own 
business and God suddenly spoke this phrase to me.”  After that moment, he had to figure out what it 
meant to him and others.    
 
One of the things he unfolds is the difference between rewards and blessings.  Rewards are actually 
expected from obedience.  If you do your job well, you get the reward of being paid.  If you study and 
understand the material, you are rewarded with a good grade on the test.   In essence, rewards can 
be achieved through works!  If we are not careful, we can believe we must perform to receive God’s 
rewards.  In other words, we must work to get blessed.  
 
However, the message of the gospel is that blessing comes first and then obedience is the result.   
Doing comes from being with him.  Good works flows out of good worship.  Romans 5:8 states that 
Christ first loved us while we were still sinners.  In other words, we got blessed BEFORE we 
responded to him in obedience.  Romans 2:4 says: “Or do you have contempt for the riches of God’s 
generosity, tolerance, and patience? Don’t you realize that God’s kindness is supposed to lead you to 
change your heart and life?” (CEV)  We live in such a work-centered culture that it unconsciously 
carries over into our relationship with God.  Don’t get me wrong; we still work and get rewarded, but 
that’s all because we have first been blessed.   
 
This Sunday, I’ve invited Lucas Nel to share about his recent experience in South Africa where he 
attended a call to prayer for the nation.  Over 1.7 million people showed up with only 6 weeks of 
planning!  On a local note, I want to pray over Tim Stowe who has been called of the Lord to run for 
Frederick County Board of Supervisors, Red Bud District.  Enjoy the beautiful weather and see you 
on Sunday!  
 

Prayer Needs 

 
Pat A. - Pray for husbands ears and the rest of the family. 
 
No Name – Pray for Barbara to be healed of MRSA and the difficulty to breathe. Also her son has 

cancer throughout his body. Our God is well able to heal! 
 

Announcements 

Church communication channels are emails and website.  Please check weekly for new information! 



 
Changing the Atmosphere: If you are enjoying Pastor Bobby’s new series and would like to 

read more you can order the book that inspired it all directly from amazon By Clicking Here 
 

PROPHETIC COACHING SEMINAR May 21st, 4:00-8:00pm: This seminar is for both 

beginners and those who have already ministered in the prophetic. Our desire is to see prophetic 
ministers be healthy, vibrant, and accurate. If you want to grow in this gift as well as teach others 
about the prophetic, this is for you. An interactive event with questions, feedback, examples, and 
activation. NO COST and NO REGISTRATION. Seminar will be facilitated by Wanda Alger. 
 

The CrossKids are “On a Roll for Missions! So far the CrossKids have collected a total of 

$93.50. They will continue on their Roll for Missions through the end of June. CrossKids will be 
supporting DOVE UGANDA CHILDREN’S FUND AND TOUCH AFRICA NOW with Missionaries 
Martin and Liz Tumusiime and their work with South Sudanese Refugee Children in Rhino Camp, 
Northern Uganda. You can help us by donating your quarters and change at our We’re On A Roll For 
Missions table set up in the foyer or by designating your gift on the offering envelope to CrossKids 
Mission Project. Thank you! 
 

Attention Graduates: As a church, we will be honoring all of our recent graduates on Sunday, 

June 4, 2017. We do not want to leave anyone out so if you are graduating from high school, college, 
post graduate work, etc. Please send an email to the church office so we can add you to our list of 
graduates to honor on June 4. (Email: ccc.officedesk@gmail.com)  
 

Funds Needed For Missions Trip: Kate Blevins will be traveling to the Dominican Republic on 

a missions trip in July. Everyone is invited to help support her by coming to our Missions Support 
Lunch immediately after the service this Sunday May 21, 2017.  
 

CROSSROADS WOMEN: Coffee, Conversation & Connection - Monday, May 22nd, 
6:30pm at Panera Bread. This is a relaxing time to converse with other women of all ages and 

get to know each other personally. Come for a drink or eat a full meal but the best part will be the 
conversations and connections. 
 

Leif Hetland is in Town: Leif will be ministering at 6:00 PM on Sunday May 21st at Greenway 

Fellowship. Everyone is invited for this time of refreshing ministry. 
 
Abba Care Walk for life: Lucas and Angelique Nel will be representing the Crossroads family as the 
Walk for Life on Saturday June 3, 2017. If you would like more information, to join the Nel’s to raise 
awareness and walk for life, or would like to support them as they Walk for Life, contact Lucas Nel via 
email lucasnel@gmail.com 
 
ONLINE GIVING: Available by going to our church website www.crossroadswinchester.com and 
clicking on the online giving logo at top of home page which will take you to the log in page. A 
convenient way for you to give any day or time that is convenient for you. 
 

OFFICE HOURS: Just to keep our members informed, our church office hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00-4:00pm. The church is not opened on Mondays and Fridays. Emails 
and voicemail calls will be answered during office hours. If you plan to come to the church, please call 
the office, 540-722-4035, to ensure someone is here throughout the business hours. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Might Men May 27, 2017 Crossroads Men will be meeting for their monthly gathering on May 27, 

2017 from 7:30-9:00 AM at the church. Men please plan to join us. 
 

Graduation Sunday June 4, 2017: we will be honoring all of our graduates on June 4th.  

 

Crossroads Class June 11, 2017: If you are new to the church, or, have never taken the 

Crossroads class plan to attend the Crossroads Class taught by Pastor Bobby Alger June 11. Contact 
the church office for more information. 
 

Missions Celebration June 25, 2017: The CrossKids will be finishing up their unit on missions 

and want to celebrate with a shared meal. Everyone is invited to remain after service and bring their 
favorite international dish to share! 


